
• After one year of lull, only 25 tonnes cargo movement starts from Varanasi multi-

modal terminal; takes 24 days to reach Kolkata. 

• World Bank, the Government of India and the Government of West Bengal sign 

loan agreement for Inland Waterways; This is World Bank’s third project on 

inland waterways in India 

• Fisherfolk object to Loktak Inland Waterways Improvement Project while tenders 

get published for dredgers 

• Another luxury cruise to come up on Varanasi Ghats; Earlier boatmen had 

protested as their livelihood gets adversely affected. 

• Soon dredging to start on Gazipur to Jamania stretch on Ganga Waterway 
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1. After one year of lull, only 25 tonnes cargo movement starts from 

Varanasi multi-modal terminal; takes 24 days to reach Kolkata.  
"The much-hyped Inland Water Transport (IWT) connecting Patna to Kolkata and 

Varanasi through the river Ganga is proving to be a big flop. The Inland Waterways 

Authority of India vessel MV RN Tagore which sailed from Varanasi on December 29 

with a container of fertiliser reached Patna’s Gaighat terminal on Saturday night. The 

vessel took nearly five days to reach Patna from Varanasi due to problems it encountered 

along the route." (Source: Newsclick) 

 

According to another news report, the vessel MV Rabindranath Tagore was transported 

empty from Kolkata to Varanasi in August 2020. Only on 29 December 2020, the vessel 

started its journey carrying only 25 tonnes cargo from IFFCO, although the capacity of the 

vessel was reported to be 300 tonnes. The fact that this is only the third movement which 

has started from the Varanasi Multi-modal terminal on National Waterway -1 in two years 

after its inauguration reflects the dearth of takers for transport on this terminal.   

 

The news report for the movement of this vessel from Varanasi also alleged that pontoon 

bridges represent a significant obstruction to navigation which is causing delay in reaching 

Patna and then Sahibganj.  The vessel took five days to reach Patna and then had to wait 

for 10 more days in Patna in the hope of more cargo. The vessel was late by 16 days in 

reaching Sahibganj. Approximately 100 tonnes of cargo dust were transported to Kolkata.  

https://www.newsclick.in/bihar-vessel-5-day-reach-patna-varanasi-casts-doubts-water-transport-project?fbclid=IwAR0FRmfMRnEJs25kTyAFf5A3KTlui-Zgm_INAByuTIEDzwjZET3OLrvrtEs
https://www.jagran.com/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-tagore-ship-carrying-25-tonnes-of-urea-to-kolkata-from-varanasi-will-also-be-uploaded-in-patna-21216087.html
https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/dhanbad-pipa-bridges-in-ganga-are-obstructors-in-water-transport-from-varanasi-to-haldia-21286622.html


 

  
(Source: Dainik Jagran) 

 

The problem with the pontoon bridges in Bihar has been noted in the detailed feasibility 

study report prepared for the Ganga Waterway in 2017 (accessed by Manthan through the 

RTI Act). It is mentioned in this report that permanent bridge crossings are under 

construction at all of these locations except Narainpur Urf Harlharpur. Further as a short-

term solution, it is mentioned that mechanical arrangement could be made for opening and 

closing a section of pontoon bridge to minimize impact on navigation along waterway. 

 

This recent incident of delay being caused due to the Pontoon bridges in Bihar for the 

cargo movement through MV RN Tagore from Varanasi to Kolkata reflects on the pace of 

development and implementation of strategic planning being done for the Ganga 

Waterway. It is even more worrying to see such state of affairs as this waterway is being 

developed as Jal Marg Vikas Project which has received financial and technical aid from 

the World Bank.  

 

 

2. World Bank, the Government of India and the Government of 

West Bengal sign loan agreement for Inland Waterways; This is 

World Bank’s third project on inland waterways in India  

https://www.jagran.com/bihar/patna-city-pipa-bridges-in-bihar-are-big-trouble-in-regular-traffic-on-national-water-way-21219500.html


On 05.01.2021, the Government of India, the Government of West Bengal and the World 

Bank signed a $105 million project to improve the inland water transport infrastructure in 

Kolkata, West Bengal.  

 

" Developing the river transport infrastructure will enable a large population of the state to 

utilize its waterways, have alternative, multi-modal options for transportation for both 

freight and passengers, connect the hinterland with Kolkata Metropolitan Area’s markets 

and job centres and emerge as a logistics hub."  

This is the third approved project funded by the World Bank for developing the inland 

water transport in India including the Jal Marg Vikas Project for National Waterway -1 

(2018) which already includes the river Hooghly and Assam Inland Water Transport 

project (2019). In absence of strong legally binding environmental safeguards in India for 

the inland waterways sector, it is concerning to see the World Bank funding and supporting 

these inland water transport projects in India. 

Read more on this - https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1686277 

 

3. Fisherfolk object to Loktak Inland Waterways Improvement 

Project while tenders get published for dredgers 
The Loktak Development Authority has published in December 2020 the Notice Inviting 

tenders (NIT) for dredgers and other equipment for Loktak Inland Waterways 

Improvement Project. The High Court of Manipur in October 2020 had permitted NIT for 

this project subject to condition that all the necessary statutory clearance will be obtained 

from all departments concerned, more particularly, from the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. Among other statutory clearances, the 

MoEF&CC has to review and approve the Integrated Management Plan for Wise Use of 

the Loktak Lake prepared by the Government of Manipur.  

 

 

The High Court order of 12th October 2020 states,  

"On pragmatic assessment of the issue, necessary guidelines for Wise Use of Loktak Lake 

in relation to Loktak Inland Waterways Improvement Project as well as Eco Tourism 

project will have to be issued by the various Departments of the Union of India. It is a 

decision they have to take on the merits of the proposal keeping in mind the environment 

and ecology of the Ramsar site." This reflects that the necessary guidelines for these 

interventions in the Loktak Lake are yet to be issued although it has been established that 

earlier changes in the land use pattern affected the fragile ecosystem of the Loktak Lake 

and posed a serious threat to the aquatic ecosystem. 

 

The NGAMEE LUP -a federation of small capture fishing unions and culture fisheries in 

Manipur has strongly objected to this project saying that Inland Waterways Project will not 

only destroy the lake ecosystem but also the traditional and sustainable mode of transport 

by canoe that fishermen depend on. 

 

NGAMEE LUP’s note can be accessed from 

https://www.facebook.com/ManthanAdhyayanKendra/posts/3694058643997369 

 

Support the global campaign to Protect for Posterity the Unique Loktak Wetland Region in 

Manipur, India. Know more at https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-

to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpib.gov.in%2FPressreleaseshare.aspx%3FPRID%3D1686277%26fbclid%3DIwAR1RlDaZ4lrUBdveHeZYx8RTzc64YyK2iypNRp6Cpt9EiSl2tM7jPd392RQ&h=AT3RJM_lp9yzYmJ0B5xRDzp-WUq3dS8YA34toEcVikcZj6QXNFAleyB0GbrAKHe6xC0kKCo8esfThPTRfUS46sEFePI6UbgtBr87OB6vC2UNVdFWyn2Fk8znZ1VyLXHGLA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0UBuDecFd18oUumu6UYvcOKoAx4DoX6-BSFI6tDar8LvKzDkDXbdNaJl3RX3MkcocqX2Hhc0VPi9t07LtF22IoXcShQKF0flDpjiENBd9bOV9hHloxgBZGT-RFZ9wlhg0pNvNKRlRhSdlry1vT5IuZN9tetOwIDNNoWx5F45sZ5i20xrS3NH8XeGzPuZDMRYvFFjuM
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ramsar?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU355EngmSDYtC3jLK-Ac310zO8qaMu64zcCrjMROUL-f3SpfzTKisoJHcuOB2jfYcreIB1lD_c9z1rLimBwArNlF6YrRrFQU28RwOLGTw3PzvLGYFttaerFGJfWA5qxA9AHVpqrrDpz5ACPh-NZu5SxHLCJ8S2car8iTYowI2lMDmacVtgR20eBbJRXr_Gl6A&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ManthanAdhyayanKendra/posts/3694058643997369
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-india/?fbclid=IwAR3cvVWzuL9ClFSFPLdUy1HPcOrc9ChH4epyLmFld89hItpzp611p6EwhEM
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-india/?fbclid=IwAR3cvVWzuL9ClFSFPLdUy1HPcOrc9ChH4epyLmFld89hItpzp611p6EwhEM


india/?fbclid=IwAR3cvVWzuL9ClFSFPLdUy1HPcOrc9ChH4epyLmFld89hItpzp611p6E

whEM 

 

4. Another luxury cruise to come up on Varanasi Ghats; Earlier 

boatmen had protested as their livelihoods get adversely affected.  
In 2019, boatmen from Varanasi had vehemently opposed the cruise services on the ghats 

of Ganga. They wanted their voices and demands be heard along with the complaint that 

luxury cruises on ganga ghats of Varanasi will adversely affect their livelihood.  

 
(Source: Dainik Jagran) 

Yet, after introduction of Alaknanda cruise on the ghats of Varanasi, another cruise service 

is about to begin from Rajghat to Assighat in Varanasi. See more here - 

https://m.jagran.com/lite/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-cruise-from-goa-via-ghazipur-now-

leaves-for-varanasi-seating-arrangement-of-100-people-21310883.html 

 

 

5. Soon dredging to start on Gazipur to Jamania stretch on Ganga 

Waterway 
 

According to a news report, dredging operations are soon to commence on the Ghazipur to 

Jamania stretch of the National Waterway -1 on the river Ganga.  This news report 

mentions that the 14 km stretch from Ghazipur to Jamania is full of stones. The news 

further says that, “once the channel is created, it would be easier to remove the 

accumulated sand and silt from the channel if it requires to be dredged again.”  
 

 “एक बार चैनल बनने पर उसमें दोबारा बाल ूभरन ेपर भी डे्रज िंग करन ेमें आसानी होगी। सबसे बडी 
समस्या गा ीपुर स े मननया तक गिंगा के रास्त ेमें पडने वाले पत्थर से है।“ 

https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-india/?fbclid=IwAR3cvVWzuL9ClFSFPLdUy1HPcOrc9ChH4epyLmFld89hItpzp611p6EwhEM
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-india/?fbclid=IwAR3cvVWzuL9ClFSFPLdUy1HPcOrc9ChH4epyLmFld89hItpzp611p6EwhEM
https://m.timesofindia.com/city/varanasi/kashi-boatmen-block-sail-of-ganga-cruise/amp_articleshow/67330688.cms
https://m.jagran.com/lite/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-cruise-from-goa-via-ghazipur-now-leaves-for-varanasi-seating-arrangement-of-100-people-21310883.html
https://m.jagran.com/lite/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-cruise-from-goa-via-ghazipur-now-leaves-for-varanasi-seating-arrangement-of-100-people-21310883.html
https://m.jagran.com/lite/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-cruise-from-goa-via-ghazipur-now-leaves-for-varanasi-seating-arrangement-of-100-people-21310883.html


 

If true, this news report essentially reflects that the dredging to be done here would be 

categorised as capital dredging which requires prior environmental clearance. The Ganga 

waterway has circumvented the environmental clearance process by calling dredging in the 

National Waterway-1 as maintenance dredging.  

 

https://www.jagran.com/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-ganga-waterway-14-km-stone-

formed-in-ganga-en-route-to-ship-dredging-will-be-done-soon-21224016.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jagran.com/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-ganga-waterway-14-km-stone-formed-in-ganga-en-route-to-ship-dredging-will-be-done-soon-21224016.html
https://www.jagran.com/uttar-pradesh/varanasi-city-ganga-waterway-14-km-stone-formed-in-ganga-en-route-to-ship-dredging-will-be-done-soon-21224016.html

